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to become the victims of a descending infatuation. A man's sub-
conscious aim in infatuation is to make himself feel important in his
own eyes. He can most easily build up his sense of importance by
seeking out some inferior woman to play up to him and assure him
that he is simply wonderful (whereas his wife has probably been
telling him just the opposite). A woman usually achieves an ascend-
ing infatuation; it is a habit of the feminine sex to search for the
superior both in and out of marriage. A woman can rarely make her-
self feel more important by throwing herself at some inferior man.
Infatuation is almost always evidence that the marriage itself has
failed. Usually a husband is at least unconsciously trying to punish
his wife by "falling in love" with some other woman. Unless the wife
knows what is happening, the punishment misses its mark. This
explains why the husband often manages to leave a wide trail of in-
criminating evidence—a letter in his coat pocket, a vanity case, a
lipstick-smeared handkerchief in his automobile. These "accidents'*
are not really accidental, although the erring husband may firmly
believe so. If the telltale evidence is overlooked, he is quite likely to
break down and confess the truth to his wife. In other instances, of
course, she is alerted by a friend ("I don't like to tell you this, my
dear, but I feel that you have a right to know"), or she receives an
anonymous telephone call. The frequency of these anonymous calls
is almost unbelievable.
Once the wife knows there is another woman in the case, she fre-
quently makes every conceivable mistake.
Her wisest course is to sit down as calmly as possible and ask her-
self what she really wants. If she wants a divorce she has grounds
any state will accept and many of her friends will heartily approve.
On the contrary, if she wants to save her marriage she should use
her head and plan and think toward that objective. Consider instead
the errors she so often makes:
She goes to the other woman and begs her to "please leave my
husband alone. Don't break up our home and deprive our children
of their father." If the other woman were sensitive, considerate,
altruistic, and honorable she might reply favorably to the plea.

